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The occupying numbers may be calculated on the
following basis : at the moment when the enemy reaches
the outskirts of the village, we oppose him with one
rifle per yard to make resistance serious and adequate.
The enemy can generally assault only one side, the
outskirts of the village. It is only after measuring that
part of the outskirts and organising a central redoubt,
that the numbers of the force attached to the direct
defence of the village must be fixed. At Wysokow, the
force devoted to this task was the equivalent of three
battalions.

This calculation must never lead to our devoting to
the occupation of the " point d'appui " the whole force
available, however weak that force may be; part of it
must always be kept in reserve for the counter-attack.

6.  With modern arms, of which we have seen the full
power on the ground of Nachod, the Austrians suffered
their heaviest losses when they retreated after an un-
successful attack, or when they abandoned a position
they had lost.   It was less costly to them either to
advance in attack or to keep on the defensive.   Hence
the two principles which command modern tactics:
any attack once undertaken must be carried home; defence
must be supported with the utmost energy; those are the
most economical policies.   These principles must prevail
in practice; they make it, moreover, absolutely impera-
tive for the directing mind, the commander, to kaow,
to foresee and to solve the difficulties which the attack
is bound to meet;  not to undertake any attack that
cannot be carried home, that cannot be organised and
brought up under cover, prepared, supported, guarded up
to the last moment.

7.  The 2nd battalion, of Prussian 37th which had
stood its ground alone against a large part of   the
Austrian efforts had particularly checked these efforts
by its fire during the whole morning.   It fired 32,000
cartridges.   This meant an average of thirty-two car-
tridges per man. We see, then, that considerable results
may be secured by consuming a relatively small and
easily provided quantity of ammunition, provided the
fire is well directed.